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have given him the time and energy to work as much
as he did. Another drawback was that he was a
Roman Catholic. This would not matter nowadays,
but it mattered so much then that Pope was excluded
from politics, from going to any public school, and
even, on one occasion, from coming within ten miles
of London. The result of his ill-health was, not un-
naturally, to make him self-engrossed, while his de-
formity made him abnormally sensitive to any kind
of rudeness; and the result of his religious persecu-
tion came out later in various shifty and underhand
ways of getting what he was afraid that he might not
get openly* Pope cannot be called lovable. He was
often spiteful, and his life is largely a record of
petty quarrels; yet, when all is said, we cannot
help admiring him for what he became in spite of
himself.

In 1718 Pope moved to Twickenham, where he
lived for the rest of his life in a villa on the banks of
the Thames. He loved his house and garden, and
took particular delight in a grotto which he had had
made.

" I there found a spring of the clearest water, which
falls in a perpetual rill, that echoes through the cavern
day and night. From the river Thames, you can see
through my arch up a walk of the wilderness, to a kind
of open temple, wholly composed of shells in the
rustic manner, and from the distance under the
temple you look through a sloping arcade of trees,
and see the sails on the river passing suddenly and
vanishing . . *

"There   are   connected   to   this   grotto,   by   a